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FOR FAMILIES OR OTHER GROUPS

If you want to gather as a family, a group of friends or a
guarantine group to discuss and make the oath, here are some
suggestions on how you might to do that.

Prepare your heart
Before you gather together, we encourage parents to read and reflect on
this story from Luke 10:25 ff:

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said,
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, "What is written
in the law? What do you read there?” The lawyer answered, “You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as
yourself.” And Jesus said to him, “You have given the right answer; do
this, and you will live.” But wanting to justify himself, the lawyer asked
Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went
away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a clergyman was going down
that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So
likewise a worship leader, when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near
him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put
him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

The next day he took out two days’ wages, gave them to the innkeeper,
and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you
whatever more you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?”

The lawyer said, "The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him,
“Go and do likewise.”

Prepare your space

To prepare for the ceremony in person, find a comfortable place to gather
across from each other where you can see each other clearly. A dining
table would work well, as would a space on the floor where you can sit
together in a circle. Consider lighting a candle in the middle of your
gathering space or setting up pillows around your circle on the floor. If
you are gathering online, be sure you can see each other and sit



comfortably.

The Ceremony

Once people are seated, invite everyone to take a few deep breaths,
settling into the space. You may want to offer an opening prayer,
perhaps one or more of these from the Book of Common Prayer:

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and
guide with your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the
earth, that in tranquility your dominion may increase until the earth is
filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every
human heart [and especially the hearts of the people of this land], that
barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds
cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the
midst of our struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another
without hatred or bitterness, and to work together with mutual
forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Instead, or in addition, you may simply light a candle and invite everyone
into a few moments of silence. Whoever is convening or leading your
group, begin by welcoming everyone and expressing gratitude for the
opportunity to be together to dream about the world we want to build.
Explain the idea of a people’s inauguration ... that building a better nation
and world depends not just on elected leaders, but on all of us, working
together, empowered by God’s love.

Explain why this moment is important to you personally. What does taking
this oath mean to you?
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